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He would be surrounded by thousands of disabled soldiers,
who had assembled in Rome to celebrate the great event.
Orlando went to see the poet at Gardone, and on his return
to Rome on October 13 he said : ( D'Annunzio's love for
our Italy reaches at once such a height of exaltation and
perfection that to hear him speak is to imagine oneself at
the very source of our national life.5 So the fascists ran the
risk of encountering d'Annunzio actually in Rome, and
with him c the heroes and martyrs of the war *. D'Annunzio
would in fact be making a sort of preventive march on
Rome, likely to make Mussolini's impossible.
In the first half of 1922 many people had looked on
d'Annunzio as a possible rival to Mussolini and the eventual
'executioner'1 of fascism. Even his presence in Milan
among the occupants of the Palazzo Marino2 had not
discouraged those who rested their last hopes on him. A
deputation of ex-soldiers, c legionaries* of Fiume, with
Alceste de Ambris, Luigi Campolonghi, and former com-
rades in arms of the c Commandant \ went to Gardone after
the general strike, on August 6, and appealed to him to
intervene and save the country from fascist dictatorship.
D'Annunzio replied that he meant to summon to Rome a
great adunata of ex-soldiers of all parties, to restore order,
while retaining parliamentary government; three months
of dictatorship being followed by normal free elections.
According to his idea the dictator would, of course, be
himself. He exhorted his visitors to get to work and bring
together in Rome as many ex-soldiers as they could^ and
for slogan he gave them c sine strage mciy strepitu sine ullo *«
The deputation met together again in Milan immediately
afterwards ; Colonel Amleto Pavone, now a general and a
fascist, suggested dividing Italy into ten areas and sending
emissaries to recruit anybody who was prepared to * march *
and ultimately to fight in order to win a victory for the
£ Commandant's * plan. The latter did his best to strengthen
his connections with some of the working-class organizations.
Shortly after the meeting of the Central Committee of the
National Syndicate of Railwaymen (August 19), at which
they had decided to quit the Labour Alliance and had sent
1 P. 184.	2 P. 227.

